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Basis for referral (in a nutshell):  

· Watershed-scale impacts for which sufficient mitigation has not been proposed and may not be available;

· Direct impacts of fill

· Indirect impacts as a result of groundwater drawdown

· Degradation of water quality in waters designated as “Outstanding Arizona Waters” for which antidegradation requirements apply;

· Adverse impacts to waters & habitat within National Conservation Area;

· Alteration/elimination of habitat for T&E species

· Impacts would occur in perpetuity.



We are meeting with Forest Service on Monday for a marathon FEIS editing session to assist them in better characterizing the magnitude and severity of the impacts and the uncertainties inherent in their analysis.  This will, we hope, improve the quality of the FEIS; however, since the document will disclose watershed-scale impacts that will occur in perpetuity even after mitigation, we will remain on path toward recommending referral to CEQ.
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